


 

 

 

 

 

 

THE GLORY OF CHRIST: 
FINDING CHRIST TO BE ALL I NEED 

 
MCBC Man of the Word, Fall 2014 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Edited by Dan Schaffner. Cover design by Justin Murphy, yourcreativepeople.com. © 2014 Mount Calvary Baptist 
Church. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form without written permission from 
Mount Calvary Baptist Church, 1430 Hampton Avenue Extension, Greenville, SC 29601. Unless otherwise indicated, all 
Scripture is taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE®, Copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 
1975, 1977, 1995 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission. www.Lockman.org 



 

THE GLORY OF CHRIST: 
FINDING CHRIST TO BE ALL I NEED 

 

Theme 

Since we were created by Christ, we have been made complete in 
Him, we have died with Him, our lives are hidden with Him in 
God, and we have been raised with Him, we should live in such a 
way to demonstrate that CHRIST is EVERYTHING to us. 

Theme Verse 

Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in 
Him 

Colossians 2:6 

Time 

10 weeks: August 31—November 8 

Goals 

1. Consistently pray for and encourage my prayer partner. 

2. Gaze on the glory of Christ in the Book of Colossians. 

3. Gaze on the glory of Christ through John Owen’s meditations. 

4. Memorize verses from Colossians to help me walk in Christ. 

5. Show greater dependence on Christ for spiritual growth and 
victory. 

Events 

Men’s Prayer Breakfasts: August 30, October 4, November 8  

Men and Boys Outing: September 20 
 

 

My Prayer Partner (name, phone number, email): 

 

_____________________________________________________________ 



 



 

MAN OF THE WORD PROGRAM 
 

The leadership of Mount Calvary Baptist Church created the Man of the 
Word program in obedience to the command of 2 Timothy 2:2: “The 
things which you have heard from me in the presence of many 
witnesses, entrust these to faithful men who will be able to teach others 
also.” This ministry functions under the leadership of Pastor Mark 
Minnick, Pastor John Tipton, and Chris Baker, elder. The following men 
are the current Man of the Word officers. 

President  ...........................................................................  David Boyd 

Vice President  ...........................................................  Dan Dahlhausen 

Treasurer  ......................................................................  Neil Scroggins 

Food Director  ...................................................................  David Baker 

Project Coordinator  .............................................................  Al Ellison 

Manual Director  ...........................................................  Dan Schaffner 

 

We are grateful to Pastor Mark Minnick for his encouragement and 
leadership and for his vision for the men of Mount Calvary Baptist 
Church. 

 

PRESIDENT’S BURDEN 

Dear Men, 

 

Fall of 2013 you elected me to be president of our Men’s 

Ministry. I have greatly enjoyed the opportunity to serve you in this way 

and am anticipating great times of mutual edification over the next year. 

Thank you for the opportunity! 

Over the last two cycles I’ve written to you here at the front of 

our manual about the burden the Lord has given to me. I trust these 

notes have been an encouragement to you and have caused you to think 

more about how to encourage godliness in other men. 

I believe three key passages in Hebrews give us the importance 

of mutual encouragement: Hebrews 3:12-13; 10:24-25; and 12:12-13. Here 



 

is what they teach us: we are to encourage one another day by day so 

that we will not be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin; we are to 

stimulate one another to love and good works and encourage one 

another as we see the day drawing near; and we are to strengthen the 

hands that are weak and the knees that are feeble. 

Last Spring I elaborated on Hebrews 3:12-13. Now I’d like to 

encourage you with Hebrews 10:24-25 and its context. Hebrews 10 

emphasizes the superiority of Christ as the perfect Sacrifice (v. 10) and 

the perfect High Priest (vv. 11-12). We now can enter the holy place 

because the blood of Jesus makes the way (v. 19) and because He is our 

great High Priest (v. 21). Since all this is true, we are given three 

exhortations that all start with “let us” (vv. 22-25): let us draw near, let us 

hold fast, and let us consider.  

Think about that third exhortation.  “Let us consider” is one 

word in Greek and it means “to think, to understand, to consider 

attentively.” It has the idea of being perceptive or having a discerning 

mind. So then what are we to think about so as to understand? Whatever 

it is, it should cause us to “stimulate one another to love and good 

deeds.” 

I think it is ironic that the Greek word translated “stimulate” in 

Hebrews 10:24 is very similar to the word translated “provoke” in 1 Cor. 

13:5  where it says love “is not provoked.” Here is the irony: love is not 

provoked but we are to provoke to love. To use the appropriate 

synonyms, we would restate this as “Love is not irritated but we are to 

stimulate to love.” 

So what does it mean then “to stimulate one another to love and 

good deeds?” This question has been part of my own meditation for 

several months now. First, how do I stimulate myself to love and good 

deeds? Then how do I stimulate other men to love and good deeds (that 

doesn’t sound too manly, does it?). Peter O’Brien in his commentary on 

Hebrews stated very practically, “For believers to fulfil this 

responsibility presupposes that they possess a care and practical concern 

for one another” (p. 370). 

Considering verse 25 will provide us some additional help. We 

are to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, not forsaking our 

own assembling together. Not skipping church is a good application of 

this passage, but I don’t think “church” is necessarily what the author 



 

had in mind. If his primary audience was newly converted Jews, then he 

was instructing them to get together for encouraging fellowship. How 

else would they be able to stimulate one another to love and good deeds?  

I am a self-proclaimed introvert. I don’t like being around many 

people, and if I am in a crowd, I usually stay to the side, just listening. 

So, this is one of those commands in Scripture where I have to discipline 

myself to obey. It won’t happen passively for me. What about you? How 

are you going to do this without talking to other people about spiritual 

things? 

Men, we must discipline ourselves to obey this passage. We 

need each other for mutual encouragement. Our Men’s Ministry gives us 

several opportunities to do this: time around the table at prayer 

breakfast, working together on a work crew, and getting together to 

share our burdens and pray together.  One of the best ways, I think, to 

obey this command is to develop a relationship with your prayer partner 

to such a level where you can mutually consider each others needs and 

then stimulate one another to love and good works. 

The last part of verse 25 says, “and all the more as you see the 

day drawing near.” I’m pretty sure this is talking about our Lord’s 

return. We have no reason to doubt that His return is imminent. As we 

see that day drawing near, we are exhorted to encourage one another 

more and more. May the Lord find us doing just that at His return. 

Can we do this? Yes! We must! Your family needs you to have a 

man provoking you to love and good works. Our congregation needs 

you to consider other men whom you can encourage in this way. May 

the Lord give us grace to obey this exhortation from His word. 

“Let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds.” 
(Hebrews 10:24) 

 

Your brother in Christ, 

 

David Boyd 



 

PREFACE 
  

What are the riches and glories that are ours in Christ? What is the 
power that we have at our disposal for holy living in Him? Often we are 
too busy living in our own strength the Christian life we have built up in 
our own memories, and we are quite possibly on the verge of drowning. 
What we need to do is tap in to the power that has been here the whole 
time. We need to spend time meditating on the ramifications of our 
standing in Christ, of His presence with us, His sufficiency, and His 
expectations for our living in Him. 

 
This booklet, “The Glory of Christ,” will take us through a ten-week 

study. Each week will consist of:  

• SCRIPTURE READING – Read and meditate on a section from the 
Epistle to the Colossians.  

• MEMORY PASSAGE – Memorize verses from Colossians that will 
equip you to live for Christ. 

• BOOK READING –Read excerpts from The Glory of Christ, written 
by John Owen. (Christian Heritage  Edition) The work contains 
Owen’s own meditations on the person and work of Christ, 
which turned into lectures given close to his death and 
published shortly before his death. This edition gives definitions 
of archaic words, updates some language, and puts lists in a 
more easily identified format.  

• M’CHEYNE BIBLE READING SCHEDULE – Keep on track in reading 
through the Bible in 2014 using the M’Cheyne system. 

• ARTICLES – Our men take a section of Colossians, guide our 
understanding of it, lead us to meditate on it, and apply it to our 
lives. 

 

May we lay aside our self-reliance or mistaken notions and additions 
and learn to rely on Christ completely for living in a way that is pleasing 
to Him. 

Dan Schaffner 
August 2014 



 

1 WEEK ONE 

August 31-Sept 6 

SCRIPTURE READING 

Colossians 1: 1-8  

MEMORY PASSAGE 

“We give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
praying always for you, since we heard of your faith in 
Christ Jesus.  And the love which you have for all the saints; 
because of the hope laid up for you in heaven, of which you 
previously heard in the word of truth, the gospel which has 
come to you, just as in all the world also it is constantly 
bearing fruit and increasing, even as it has been doing in you 
also since the day you heard of it and understood the grace 
of God in truth;” 

Colossians 1:3-6 

BOOK READING:  

The Glory of Christ: His Office and Grace - Pages 39-50 

M’CHEYNE BIBLE READING SCHEDULE 

Aug 31 1 Sam 24 1 Cor 5 Eze 3 Ps 39 

Sept 1 1 Sam 25 1 Cor 6 Eze 4 Ps 40,41 

Sept 2 1 Sam 26 1 Cor 7 Eze 5 Ps 42, 43 

Sept 3 1 Sam 27 1 Cor 8 Eze 6 Ps 44 

Sept 4 1 Sam 28 1 Cor 9 Eze 7 Ps 45 

Sept 5 1 Sam 29, 30 1 Cor 10 Eze 8 Ps 46, 47 

Sept 6 1 Sam 31 1 Cor 11 Eze 9 Ps 48 

 



 

GRATITUDE FOR FAITH AND FRUITFULNESS – Dan Schaffner 
 

 Paul sets the tone for the Epistle to the Colossians by identifying 
those he’s writing to in the purest of terms. Geographically, the 
recipients are the ones who are in Colossae. They are characterized by 
the fact that they have been called out or set apart and that they have 
faith (what sets them apart). They are also called brethren, a term that 
describes their relationship to Paul and Timothy, to one another, to 
Christians around the world, and to every Christian who will ever live. 
Finally, all of this is subsumed in one simple but profound fact: They are 
in Christ—Nothing more, nothing less.  
 Paul also has a habit of opening his letters by giving thanks. He 
does this in all of the epistles except Galatians where the tone is 
immediately more serious and in Titus where he seems to get right down 
to business. In 2 Corinthians and Ephesians he is blessing God directly 
for His ministry to all of us rather than thanking God for a particular 
work He is doing in the lives of the recipients. And in 1 Timothy Paul is 
thanking God for what He has done in his own life. Even though all of 
Paul’s letters follow “epistolary form” and contain an opening, body, 
and closing, do you think this thanksgiving is formulaic for Paul? Do 
you think he was just following a letter template, which requires 
pleasantries? Or is he possibly the originator of the “Oreo Cookie 
Approach” to constructive criticism in which criticism is sandwiched 
between positive affirmations or praise? While forms, methods, and 
protocols have been around since ancient times, Paul was never 
disingenuous but, rather, he was always purposeful in the words he 
chose to use. 
 Paul was genuinely thankful for evidences of grace, and he 
expresses that in the opening verses of the Letter to the Colossians. He 
says, “We give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
praying always for you, since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and 
the love you have for all saints (vv. 3, 4). Obviously the thanksgiving is 
directed to God; yet it is instructive that thanksgiving generates prayer. 
Paul says, “always.” W. R. Nicholson, in his commentary on Colossians 
agrees and says, “Prayer and thanksgiving are inseparable” (p. 31). This 
goes both ways. You cannot have thanksgiving without expressing it to 
God. And no prayer should be expressed without some form of 
thanksgiving. 
 We can learn from Paul. He is writing a letter. To be sure he is 
going to set the Colossians straight on some ideas false teachers are 
trying to introduce. He is trying to help them think correctly, but He also 
takes the time to express something positive that is going on in their 



 

lives. He is going to take the time to encourage them by the fact that he 
recognizes God is at work in their lives, and that work can only end well. 
 For what is Paul thankful? He mentions four things: He is 
thankful for the faith of those at Colossae, which was a response to the 
gospel (v. 4); he is thankful their love for all the saints (v. 4); for their 
hope (v. 5); and for their growth, or bearing fruit (v. 6). Faith is not 
something to take for granted nor is it a cause for glory to be directed 
toward the man who has it. When we see faith in response to the gospel, 
even in its most elementary form, it is a cause for giving thanks to God 
for the work He has done through Jesus Christ. Paul is also thankful for 
the results or fruits of faith. These are not going to be exhibited in every 
individual or every congregation to the same degree. Paul singles out the 
fruit of love. I am not sure in what ways the Colossian church expressed 
love, but for Paul it was unmistakable. The hope for which Paul is 
thankful is the settled confidence the Colossians have as a result of their 
faith that there are good things in store for them in the heavenly realm. 
Finally, Paul is thankful that this “truth of the Gospel” to which the 
Colossian believers responded in faith is bearing continual fruit and is 
increasing or spreading. As John MacArthur explains, “The gospel bears 
fruit both in the internal transformation of individuals, and also in the 
external growth of the church” (p. 22). This all occurs despite the best 
efforts of false teachers. These are things to be thankful for!   
 What prompted Paul’s gratitude to the Lord? Twice in this 
section Paul mentions a report he received. Verse 4 states, “since we 
heard” and verse 8 explains that he (Epaphras) had informed Paul and 
those with him of the Colossians’ “love in the Spirit.” Why does Paul 
have something to be thankful for? The reason is that he heard a good 
report. I wonder as men who are members of a fine assembly of 
believers, what good things do we have to report from those around us? 
Are we bearers of good news? Are we highlighting and rejoicing in the 
same evidences of grace as Paul and Epaphras were? Here are two verses 
to consider from Proverbs regarding the power of a good report: “The 
light of the eyes rejoices the heart, And a good report makes the bones 
healthy;” (Proverbs 15:30, NKJV) and “Like cold water to a weary soul, 
So is good news from a distant land” (Proverbs 25:25, NASB). Let’s be 
bearers of good news, and let’s rejoice in it! 
 Paul will go on to express his thankfulness in his prayer for the 
Colossian believers, adding his requests in the next section. 



 

  



 

2 WEEK TWO 

September 7-13 

SCRIPTURE READING 

Colossians 1: 9-14  

MEMORY PASSAGE 

“9 For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have 
not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled 
with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and 
understanding, 10 so that you will walk in a manner worthy 
of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in 
every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 
11 strengthened with all power, according to His glorious 
might, for the attaining of all steadfastness and patience; 
joyously 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us 
to share in the inheritance of the saints in Light.” 

Colossians 1:9-12 

BOOK READING:  

The Glory of Christ: His Office and Grace - Pages 63-72 

M’CHEYNE BIBLE READING SCHEDULE 

Sept 7 2 Sam 1 1 Cor 12 Eze 10 Ps 49 

Sept 8 2 Sam 2 1 Cor 13 Eze 11 Ps 50 

Sept 9 2 Sam 3 1 Cor 14 Eze 12 Ps 51 

Sept 10 2 Sam 4, 5 1Cor 15 Eze 13 Ps 52-54 

Sept 11 2 Sam 6 1 Cor 16 Eze 14 Ps 55 

Sept 12 2 Sam 7 2 Cor 1 Eze 15 Ps 56, 57 

Sept 13 2 Sam 8, 9 2 Cor 2 Eze 16 Ps 58, 59 



 

PRAYING FOR A FRUITFUL WALK – Daniel Muller 
 

Colossians 1:9–14 transitions from Paul’s thanksgiving to his 
prayer for the Colossians. After hearing of their faith and love in the 
gospel (v. 4), Paul offers continual prayer on their behalf as well as the 
petition found in verses 9–14. These verses divide easily into three parts:  
Paul’s petition (v.9), Paul’s purpose (vv. 10-11) and the marks of a 
fruitful walk (vv.11-14). 

Beginning in verse 9, Paul states his petition: “to ask that you 
may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and 
understanding.” Here, he focuses on what will ultimately shape the 
Colossians’ faith and love in the Gospel.  In other words, this petition is 
foundational to having a fruitful walk with the Lord; it is intricately tied 
to what follows in the rest of his request. Though Paul had not seen the 
Colossians believers (2:1), he desires their spiritual growth. He knows 
that growth starts with the particular mindset of being complete with the 
knowledge of God the Father’s will for their lives.  

Yet Paul does not leave the Colossians wondering where they 
will find this knowledge of God’s will. The Father’s will is sourced “in all 
spiritual wisdom and understanding,” which Paul goes on to mention in 
the verse (v. 9). Wisdom and understanding are rooted in God’s Word 
through the Spirit’s illuminating power. 2 Corinthians 3:18 says, “But we 
all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are 
being transformed in the same image from glory to glory, just as from 
the Lord, the Spirit.” Here, we are reminded that it is the Scriptures 
which reflect the wisdom and understanding that we need to know 
God’s will. Hallelujah! God has graciously equipped us with the ability 
to discern His will for our lives. 

The Colossians, like us, had many voices trying to offer them 
true knowledge for their lives; but we, like they, need to be satisfied with 
the real knowledge found in Scripture so that we can be pleasing in 
God’s sight.  

In this petition, Paul sets before us an example for us to follow. 
Many may not be church planters or career missionaries, but we can 
pray for new believers who have placed their faith in the gospel. We can 
further pray that they would be consumed with the knowledge of God’s 
will in order that they would have a fruitful walk with Him. Very 
practically, that means we pick up a new prayer letter off the missionary 
rack at church, or we read those missionary email updates in our in-
boxes and pray regularly that those new converts would fill themselves 
with the knowledge of God’s will for their lives.  



 

But Paul doesn’t stop with his petition. He moves on in verse 10 
to the purpose for offering his petition: “so that you will walk in a 
manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects.” Paul’s 
purpose was for the Colossians believer’s lifestyle to reflect well on God 
because of the worth that He is due. It is worth noting that the marginal 
note for “to please Him in all respects” reads “unto all pleasing.”  Paul 
desired that every facet of their life be pleasing to God.  He knew that in 
order to have a transformed life, a right mindset must be present (Rom. 
12:1–2)—a lifestyle that brings worth to God before self or others. 
Matthew Henry has it right when he writes, “Our knowledge of the will 
of God must be always practical: we must know it, in order to do it.” He 
goes on to write, “Our knowledge is then a blessing indeed when it is in 
wisdom, when we know how to apply our general knowledge to our 
particular occasions, and to suit it to all emergencies.” This is important. 
Head knowledge alone is useless, but knowledge applied is pleasing to 
God. 

Paul further fleshes out his purpose with four marks of a fruitful 
walk. These come packaged in the form of four participle phrases in 
verses 10 through 13. Real knowledge of God’s will leads to a Christian 
who (a) bears fruit in every good work; (b) increases in the knowledge of 
God; (c) is strengthened with all power; and (d) gives thanks to the 
Father.  

In John 15: 1 Christ states, “Abide in Me, and I in you. As the 
branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither 
can you unless you abide in Me.” It only makes sense that if you are 
growing in the knowledge of the Scriptures that fruit would be the 
natural by-product. A believer who is bearing fruit and increasing in the 
knowledge of God will be filled with steadfast immoveable joy. He will 
possess a joyful endurance that the world cannot know.  

Last, the believer will give thanks to God because of what He 
has done for him. Verses 13 and 14 explain the helpless and deplorable 
state we were in before salvation. And now, because God has adequately 
satisfied our sin debt through Christ’s sacrifice on the cross, we are 
inheritors of Christ who is our Light! We who once were slaves of 
darkness should find thanksgiving natural. But oh how often we fail to 
see how deplorable a state we were in, and we are prone to complain 
regarding life’s circumstances. 

In conclusion, Paul sets before us an example not only to pray 
for the advancement of the gospel but for a fruitful walk.  Paul knew that 
a believer would only succeed if they had the Father’s will in view. His 
petition reminds me of one of traits Stephen Covey offers in his book 
called The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People. According to Covey, effective 
people “begin with the end in mind.” This point translates over into the 



 

spiritual life as well. Paul desired the Colossians’ fruitful walk, and he 
show them through his prayer how to obtain that—being filled with the 
knowledge of God’s will. How critical, then, it is for us to be alert to pray 
for the fruitful walk of fellow believers, especially young believers. 



 

3 WEEK THREE 

September 14-20 

SCRIPTURE READING 

Colossians 1: 15-23  

MEMORY PASSAGE 

“19 For it was the Father’s good pleasure for all the fullness 
to dwell in Him, 20 and through Him to reconcile all things 
to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His 
cross; through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things 
in heaven. 21 And although you were formerly alienated 
and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds, 22 yet He has 
now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in 
order to present you before Him holy and blameless and 
beyond reproach—” 

Colossians 1:19-22 

BOOK READING:  

The Glory of Christ: His Office and Grace - Pages 73-90 

M’CHEYNE BIBLE READING SCHEDULE 

Sept 14 2 Sam 10 2 Cor 3 Eze 17 Ps 60, 61 

Sept 15 2 Sam 11 2 Cor 4 Eze 18 Ps 62, 63 

Sept 16 2 Sam 12 2 Cor 5 Eze 19 Ps 64, 65 

Sept 17 2 Sam 13 2 Cor 6 Eze 20 Ps 66, 67 

Sept 18 2 Sam 14 2 Cor 7 Eze 21 Ps 68 

Sept 19 2 Sam 15 2 Cor 8 Eze 22 Ps 69 

Sept 20 2 Sam 16 2 Cor 9 Eze 23 Ps 70, 71 



 

THE GLORY AND MINISTRY OF CHRIST – David Heimann 

 
Colossians 1:15-20 is one of the richest Christological paragraphs 

in the New Testament. Every preposition is pregnant with implications 

and every pronoun has profound significance. It is, therefore, easy to 

miss the forest for the trees. Although this is indeed deep theology, Paul 

intends it to be practical. He is writing these things because the 

Colossians believers are in grave danger. They are still animated by faith, 

hope, and love, but they are in danger of being lured away from the only 

gospel and the only God by the persuasive power of some local 

philosophers. Paul wields his Christology to combat their philosophy, 

which was one species of a perennial heresy: "Christ+." Ever since the 

ascended Lord took His seat at the right hand of the Majesty on high His 

church has been afflicted with a continual barrage of ever mutating 

strains of the same old Christ+ heresy: Christ+ circumcision, Christ+ 

good works, Christ+ knowledge, Christ+ angels, Christ+ penance, 

Christ+ spirituality, and so on. Through many facades the message is the 

same: Christ is not enough, Christ alone cannot save or satisfy; you need 

something more. 

Paul's first assault on this heresy is to herald the credentials of 

the King into whose realm they have now been translated. Who is this 

King of glory? He is the image of the invisible God. God warned Israel 

long ago of the inherent futility and blasphemy of attempting to 

represent Him with any image. But there is One who is a perfect 

representation of Him in every respect: His Son, Jesus Christ. How 

would God respond to people who use their religious office to exploit 

the poor? Exactly the way Jesus did. How would God respond to one 

who cries out, "Lord, I believe, help my unbelief?" Exactly the way Jesus 

did. No man has seen God at any time, but every man may see Him 

clearly in the gospels.  

As the image of the invisible God, He is the firstborn over all 

creation. "Firstborn" is a stumbling block for many of us because its only 

meaning for us today is the one who happens to be born before his 

siblings. In the Old Testament its full significance was tied up with 

preeminence. It might help to consider a more modern parallel: 

"bigwigs."  Apparently in the days when noble men wore wigs the 

wealthiest and most powerful men wore the biggest wigs. They were the 



 

"bigwigs." No CEO now is known for his wig; however, the terminology 

persists, and every employee knows to be on his best behavior when the 

bigwigs are coming. In the same way the privileged status of the 

firstborn superseded any essential connection with birth order (Ps. 

89:27).  

Jesus Christ holds the uniquely privileged position of firstborn 

over all creation. He is preeminent over absolutely every molecule and 

spirit in the universe. Why? It’s because He made it all. Verse 16 relates 

Christ to creation by three prepositions: all things were created in Him 

(translated “by” in NASB), through Him, and for Him. He is therefore 

the sphere, agent, and goal of creation. All the varied splendors of 

existence originated in the mind of Christ, they were fashioned by His 

word, and they are for His pleasure. Verse 17 describes His present 

activity in creation: "in Him all things hold together." Neither fate, nor 

chance, nor the laws of nature keep this cosmos from disintegrating into 

chaos; it is Christ who upholds it. 

But Paul is just getting started. Verse 18 announces that Christ is 

the sovereign and sustainer not only of creation, but also of the new 

creation: the church. And He has claimed His rightful status as firstborn 

by His victory over death. And He is worthy of that exalted position 

because all God's fullness was pleased to dwell in Him. Solomon had the 

wisdom to perceive that building a house to contain God was a fool's 

errand, and that, grand as the temple was; it was a wholly unsuitable 

dwelling place for God Most High. "But will God indeed dwell with 

mankind on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest heaven cannot 

contain You; how much less this house which I have built?" (II Ch. 6:18) 

God was pleased to dwell in that temple, and His glory filled it, yet it 

could not begin to contain Him. All God's fullness dwells in Christ. He 

Himself is the temple, where God dwells with men. 

But Christ is more than the temple. H is also the sacrifice by 

which God reconciles all things to Himself. All things that are reconciled 

are reconciled through the death of Christ. There is no other reconciler. 

Paul now turns to the past and future prospects of the recipients 

of this reconciliation, the Colossian believers and—by extension—us. 

What was our disposition toward this King of Glory? We were formerly 

alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds. We were willfully 

severed from the source of life, snarling and snapping at the hand that 



 

fed us like rabid beasts. And not only this, but we were actively engaged 

in treason, using our derived intellect and strength in futile attempts to 

overthrow the righteous government of God. Yet while we were storing 

up wrath for ourselves, Christ intervened in incomprehensible mercy. 

Why? To present us to Himself in the same condition as He was when 

He offered up Himself to the Father: holy and blameless and beyond 

reproach. It may be the hardest of all Christian doctrines to believe, but 

by grace we will stand resplendent in the presence of the King and Judge 

of all creation, stripped of the baggage of sin which has burdened us all 

our lives, utterly clean, without the slightest accusation of conscience.  

Yet, all this may be forfeited if we give heed to the seduction to 

add anything to the work of Christ. That is the fearful message of verse 

23. Do not draw back from this warning; it is for our eternal good. God 

desires us to be secure but never complacent. We must be vigilant to 

preserve the throne for Him to whom it belongs, and there are many 

rivals. What "Christ+" heresy is assaulting the church today? Only a 

robust Christology can protect us from such seduction, so drink deeply 

at the well of Colossians 1.  



 

4 WEEK FOUR 

September 21-27 

SCRIPTURE READING 

Colossians 1: 24-2:5  

MEMORY PASSAGE 

“25 Of this church I was made a minister according to the 
stewardship from God bestowed on me for your benefit, so 
that I might fully carry out the preaching of the word of 
God, 26 that is, the mystery which has been hidden from the 
past ages and generations, but has now been manifested to 
His saints, 27 to whom God willed to make known what is 
the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, 
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 We proclaim 
Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with 
all wisdom, so that we may present every man complete in 
Christ.” 

Colossians 1:25-28 

BOOK READING:  

The Glory of Christ: His Office and Grace - Pages 107-115 

M’CHEYNE BIBLE READING SCHEDULE 

Sept 21 2 Sam 17 2 Cor 10 Eze 24 Ps 72 

Sept 22 2 Sam 18 2 Cor 11 Eze 25 Ps 73 

Sept 23 2 Sam 19 2 Cor 12 Eze 26 Ps 74 

Sept 24 2 Sam 20 2 Cor 13 Eze 27 Ps 75, 76 

Sept 25 2 Sam 21 Gal 1 Eze 28 Ps 77 

Sept 26 2 Sam 22 Gal 2 Eze 29 Ps 78:1-37 

Sept 27 2 Sam 23 Gal 3 Eze 30 Ps 78:38-72 



 

THE STEWARDSHIP OF MINISTRY – Tony Payne 

 
Colossians is one of the four epistles (the others being: 

Ephesians, Philemon and Philippians) Paul wrote during his first 
imprisonment in Rome.  In all but Philemon he mentions his sufferings 
as a result of his ministry (Eph. 3:1, 13; Phil. 2:17-18; Col. 1:24).  In 
Philippians 2:17-18 and Colossians 1:24 Paul rejoices over his suffering.  
Rejoicing and suffering are not usually companions but for Paul they 
were.  Paul mentions in 1:29 that in the midst of his sufferings he 
labored, agonized, and struggled for the benefit of the church. He says 
four times in the passage that his ministry was for the sake of God’s 
people.  He suffered mentally, physically, and emotionally and rejoiced 
in all of it.  How is that possible?  Do we have a similar outlook on the 
Christian life and ministry?  Paul tells us in this section how that is 
possible.  It all focuses on his ministry and his message.  He was made a 
minister according to the stewardship from God (1:25). The idea behind 
stewardship is that of a slave who has been made manager over a 
household, similar to Joseph’s role in Potiphar’s house (Gen. 39:4).  Paul 
was miraculously saved and called into ministry.  His calling was a 
sacred trust because of the message he preached.  He was sent to 
proclaim the glories of Christ among the Gentiles.  He focuses in this 
section on three great truths of the gospel that enabled him to serve with 
joy in the midst of great personal trials and sufferings.  
 
WE CAN JOYOUSLY PROCLAIM CHRIST THE HOPE OF GLORY BECAUSE HE 

SAVES AND INDWELLS BELIEVERS. (1:25-27) 
 

Paul tells us in this section that his ministry was to fully carry 
out the Word of God.  How was that done? It was done by revealing a 
great NT mystery not understood in the OT.  That mystery (a truth not 
formerly known but revealed in the NT) was that Gentiles would be a 
part of the family of God and enjoy equal standing before God through 
their union with Christ. (See Eph. 2:11-22 for further details.)  Paul calls 
our union with Christ both the riches and hope of glory.  Paul goes into 
great detail in Ephesians 2:11-22 to emphasize how desperate our 
situation as Gentiles was.  We were “separate from Christ, excluded 
from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of 
promise, having no hope and without God in the world.” But we who 
were formerly far off “have been brought near by the blood of Christ” 
(2:12-13).  Gentiles have been made fellow heirs and members of the 
body of Christ.  But this hope of glory does not stop with our salvation.  
Christ has not only saved us, but He also indwells us. The Savior has 



 

taken up residence in believers.  We can enjoy His fellowship at all times 
and in all places.  We can serve with joy in the midst of great personal 
trials and sufferings because Christ saves and indwells us. 
 
WE CAN JOYOUSLY PROCLAIM CHRIST THE HOPE OF GLORY BECAUSE HE IS 

BOTH THE MEANS TO SPIRITUAL MATURITY AND THE GOAL IN SPIRITUAL 

MATURITY. (1:29-29) 
 

Paul’s preaching ministry included both negative (admonishing) 
and positive (teaching) aspects.  He warned his audience of the 
consequences of rejecting the gospel message (Acts 13:40-41; 17:30-31), 
and he warned believers of the consequences of ignoring spiritual 
dangers (Acts 20:27-28, 31; 1Thes. 4:6).  He taught the whole counsel of 
God, that which comforted and that which confronted. This is the mark 
of a faithful servant of God.  We must preach the truth regardless of how 
the audience responds to it.  Paul did not preach to please his audience 
but to please His Master and edify believers.  His goal in preaching to 
God’s people was that they might be mature in Christ. His desire to see 
believers made complete (mature and spiritually whole) in Christ was so 
important that he willingly  labored and  toiled to the point of 
exhaustion to accomplish this great objective. Paul’s emphasis in this 
section is surprisingly not upon the believer’s responsibility to work 
toward maturity but upon his future responsibility—to present these 
believers and others to Christ (2 Cor.11:2). He is looking ahead to the 
return of Christ when he will give an account of his stewardship. He 
wants to present a prepared people to Christ.  He wants to present the 
believers to Christ as a spotless bride (Eph. 5:27).  Leading people to 
Christ is not enough.  We must labor to bring them to maturity.  His 
opening statement in verse 28 makes it clear that the only way to reach 
this goal of presenting believers mature in Christ is by preaching Christ.  
Christ is both the means to spiritual maturity and the goal in spiritual 
maturity.  Spiritual maturity is becoming more like Christ, and that is 
possible when we make Him our focus in life.      

Paul made great personal sacrifices to preach Christ.  He 
agonized for the sake of God’s people (29).  However, he was not left to 
his own devices and resources.  He enjoyed the divine enablement of 
God in his labors.  Paul could rejoice in his arduous tasks of equipping 
God’s people because he enjoyed God’s enablement.  We are not left to 
our own devices in serving God.  God equips us and enables us to 
faithfully serve Him.  He enables us to proclaim Christ as the hope of 
glory.  We can labor for Him joyously because we have a glorious goal in 
our service, helping God’s people come to maturity in Christ. Investing 
your life in the lives of others is noble.  Investing your life in the lives of 



 

believers to bring them to spiritual maturity is Christ-like and Christ-
honoring.  
 
WE CAN JOYOUSLY PROCLAIM CHRIST THE HOPE OF GLORY BECAUSE HE IS 

THE ONLY SOURCE OF SATISFACTION AND SECURITY. (2:1-5) 
 

In this section Paul continues describing why he is so willing to 
agonize for the sake of the gospel.  It is again for the spiritual benefit of 
the church.  He wants believers to enjoy the riches (2:2) and treasures 
(2:3) God has provided for them.  Both are connected to Christ. The 
riches available to us consist in coming to have assurance that what 
Scripture teaches about Christ and salvation is true and settled for ever.  
It is ultimate reality.  To be in Christ is to be saved and secure.  To have 
assurance of this is to be rich.  The treasures we have in Christ are 
described as wisdom and knowledge.  False teaching always claims to 
have a corner on the truth.  The false teaching threatening the Colossians 
was one that claimed to have secret wisdom and knowledge only 
available for a select few.  It appealed to man’s pride.  It was a claim that 
they alone could provide spiritual satisfaction.  Paul argues that God’s 
wisdom and knowledge are found in Christ alone.  He is the truth and in 
Him is found the only source of spiritual stability, satisfaction and 
security.  All that we need for spiritual satisfaction is found in Him.   
We can confidently preach Christ as the hope of eternal life with joy even 
in the face of the fiercest opposition.  Our hope is sure and our destiny is 
secure.  We have Christ.  

We have a great Savior who is the source of all that is of eternal 
value.  He has given us the great and glorious task of proclaiming Him 
as the hope of glory to a lost world.  Paul did this joyously in spite of 
great personal trials and sufferings.  Serving Christ joyously while 
suffering magnifies His worth and strengthens our identity with Him. 



 

5 WEEK FIVE 

September 28-October 4 

SCRIPTURE READING 

Colossians 2:6-15  

MEMORY PASSAGE 

“6 Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so 
walk in Him, 7 having been firmly rooted and now being 
built up in Him and established in your faith, just as you 
were instructed, and overflowing with gratitude. 8 See to it 
that no one takes you captive through philosophy and 
empty deception, according to the tradition of men, 
according to the elementary principles of the world, rather 
than according to Christ. 9 For in Him all the fullness of 
Deity dwells in bodily form, 10 and in Him you have been 
made complete, and He is the head over all rule and 
authority.” 

Colossians 2:6-10 

BOOK READING:  

The Glory of Christ: His Office and Grace - Pages 117-130 

M’CHEYNE BIBLE READING SCHEDULE 

Sept 28 2 Sam 24 Gal 4 Eze 31 Ps 79 

Sept 29 1 Ki 1 Gal 5 Eze 32 Ps 80 

Sept 30 1 Ki 2 Gal 6 Eze 33 Ps 81, 82 

Oct 1 1 Ki 3 Eph 1 Eze 34 Ps 83, 84 

Oct 2 1 Ki 4, 5 Eph 2 Eze 35 Ps 85 

Oct 3 1 Ki 6 Eph 3 Eze 36 Ps 86 

Oct 4 1 Ki 7 Eph 4 Eze 38 Ps 87, 88 



 

THE PERSON AND WORK OF CHRIST – Josh Moye 

 
Have you ever tried to drive a boat? It doesn’t have wheels or 

brakes, and it doesn’t steer when the propeller isn’t turning! If your foot 
is not on the gas, the boat simply drifts, no matter which direction you 
turn the wheel. This can be dangerous if you are coming in to the dock 
and aren’t careful; you can hit other boats or people. There is a lesson 
here which we can identify as the message Paul seeks to give believers in 
this passage of Colossians: in order to keep a firm course, we must 
actively pursue knowledge of Christ. When we are not constant and 
intentional in learning more of God’s truth and renewing our minds, we 
are in danger of embracing ideas that not only sidetrack us from right 
thinking but lead us into believing things that are in direct contradiction 
to the truth of the gospel. There was evidently a heresy that was 
influencing members of the church at Colossae. The exact teaching of this 
heresy in unknown, but we can learn about it from how Paul corrects it 
in this epistle. The important thing, of course, is not that we understand 
the content of the error, but that we see how Paul, through the Holy 
Spirit, instructs us how to protect against ideas that deviate from the 
truth. 

Verse 6 admonishes us to keep on living for Christ after we have 
found life in Christ. There was a time when we were not believers, but 
after embracing the Lord, we began a new volume in our lives, having 
closed the story of our life apart from God. This new volume has your 
name on it, only it adds to your name, “in Christ.” This encouragement 
to continue comes after Paul has already talked about continuing “in the 
faith firmly established and steadfast, and not moved away from the 
hope of the gospel” (1:32). In the preceding verse, Paul also rejoices “to 
see your good discipline and the stability of your faith in Christ” (2:5). 
But the particular emphasis here is to walk in Christ just as, or in the 
same manner as, we received Him. How did you receive Christ? You 
received Him by believing the gospel (1:4-5). And so we are to walk in 
Him by continuing to grow in our knowledge of Jesus as Lord. Verse 7 
explains what is involved in our walk by using four terms. We have been 
firmly rooted in Christ, as a plant extends its roots into firm soil. We are 
built up in Him, as a building is constructed with a firm foundation. We 
are established, or strengthened, by “the faith,” which is the truth of the 
gospel as you were taught. It is the content of gospel teaching, the actual 
doctrines about Christ, which is the cement that gives strength to our 
living in Christ. And the fourth aspect of walking in Christ, as given 
here, is “abounding with thanksgiving,” which does not mean merely 



 

being thankful, but means that we are people who are giving thanks for 
our salvation.   

Verse 8 is one of several warnings in this epistle to not be 
persuaded to deviate from the truth. There are people energized by 
Satan who teach “doctrines of demons” (1 Tim. 4:1), who would take 
captive God’s people. This is a mental captivity that keeps us from 
appropriating the truth. This deviant teaching is hollow and deceitful. 
Would you build a tree house for your children in a tree that looks solid 
on the outside, but sounds like a bass drum when it is tapped with a 
hammer? Such a tree is not fit to support a place for children, and 
deviant teaching cannot support us in this life or the next. Such ideas are 
made up by men, and they are “according to the elementary principles of 
the world.” The word for “elementary principles” is a word that could 
refer to either the “ABC’s,” as in basic instruction for children, or it could 
refer to the Greek idea of the elements of nature, which carries with it the 
idea of invisible spirits. In either case Paul warns of an error that is not 
from God, is not true, and is not “according to Christ.” For people who 
have found life in the Lord, it is unthinkable that they would settle for 
anything less than the truth of the One who saved them. And thus Paul 
continues in verses 9-15 by explaining the significance of the gospel to us 
compared with the hollow and deceitful philosophy of false teachers. 

We do not have a Savior and Lord who is merely a man; Christ 
embodies the fullest measure of Deity within Himself! We have union 
with God Himself through the Son, and it is this union with Christ that 
has made us complete. Believers lack no other kind of teaching or 
knowledge about God because they are in Christ; all we need is more 
knowledge of Him. There is no one with more authority than He has. We 
cannot appeal to anyone greater for help; He is the head over all rule and 
authority. There is much talk these days among conservative people 
about the need of the American government to rid itself of liberal 
politicians. Conspiracy theories abound regarding the ill intention of 
men in high places to control our country through tyranny. And the 
worst part of all this talk is that some Christian people believe that 
everyone needs to know about these things in order to change the path 
of our nation. For some people this knowledge can be a hollow and 
deceitful philosophy—not in the sense of depending on something else 
for salvation, but depending on other knowledge in order to walk rightly 
in this life. What we need is not to know about conspiracies, but to know 
the One who is head over all rule and authority. Christian people should 
be knowledgeable about events in our world, but we should not allow 
anything to supersede our pursuit of the knowledge of Christ. How 
dishonoring it would be to give account to Christ and to say that we 



 

thought some other investment of our time more necessary for a 
profitable existence than our knowing Him. 

The meaning of verse 11 may appear difficult to ascertain, but 
there are some clues in the text which point to a clear meaning. It is clear 
that we as Christians are circumcised spiritually by God (“made without 
hands”), but whose “body of the flesh” is removed? This is referring to 
Christ’s body which was removed at His death. Paul already used this 
terminology in 1:22 (“His fleshly body through death”), but here Christ’s 
body is removed in the gruesome fashion of circumcision. We know it is 
His death in view also because verse 12 begins by talking about the 
burial of Christ, and His death precedes this. We are God’s people today 
not because of the outward sign of circumcision, but because Christ’s 
body was cut off in death for us. Verse 12 further refers to our union 
with Christ in His burial and resurrection. “Through faith” indicates that 
it is our faith in God’s work that actuates our spiritual baptism with Him 
in each of these redemptive activities.  

Our state before faith in Christ was one as desperate and 
impossible as being literally dead, but God did the impossible by 
bringing us to life with His Son. And He did this by forgiving us of “all 
our transgressions.” This is a truth which should always give us great 
joy. Do you ever think about your sin? It seems that our sins constantly 
nag the conscience—sins before conversion as well as afterward. In 
Christ we find the answer to our sins, every one of them. Verses 14 and 
15 graphically describe what happened at redemption to our sins. This 
“certificate of debt” was a document which attested to a person’s 
indebtedness before God. This record of all the many ways in which we 
have failed God by sinning will not be presented to our Judge, because 
the document was attached to the cross of Christ. In the same way that 
the crimes of a crucified criminal were nailed to his cross in order to 
display what wrong he had done, so our crimes against God were 
displayed over Christ when He paid for our transgressions. If you can 
imagine your iniquities as a list of individual moments and events, then 
you must imagine the list paid in full by the One who took your place. 
Further, those dark spiritual powers who held control over us were 
effectively defeated at the cross. Christ claimed the victory over the 
forces of evil and led them as a military leader parades his unarmed 
enemies through the streets. The evidence of their defeat is the fact that 
men and women are no longer slaves to sin, but able to live in a manner 
that displays the triumph of the cross. 



 

6 WEEK SIX 

October 5-11 

SCRIPTURE READING 

Colossians 2:16-23  

MEMORY PASSAGE 

“20 If you have died with Christ to the elementary principles 
of the world, why, as if you were living in the world, do you 
submit yourself to decrees, such as, 21 “Do not handle, do 
not taste, do not touch!” 22 (which all refer to things 
destined to perish with use)—in accordance with the 
commandments and teachings of men? 23 These are matters 
which have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-
made religion and self-abasement and severe treatment of 
the body, but are of no value against fleshly indulgence.” 

Colossians 2:20-23 

BOOK READING:  

The Glory of Christ: His Office and Grace - Pages 149-160 

M’CHEYNE BIBLE READING SCHEDULE 

Oct 5 1 Ki 8 Eph 5 Eze 39 Ps 89 

Oct 6 1 Ki 9 Eph 6 Eze 39 Ps 90 

Oct 7 1 Ki 10 Phil 1 Eze 40 Ps 91 

Oct 8 1 Ki 11 Phil 2 Eze 41 Ps 92, 93 

Oct 9 1 Ki 12 Phil 3 Eze 42 Ps 94 

Oct 10 1 Ki 13 Phil 4 Eze 43 Ps 95, 96 

Oct 11 1 Ki 14 Col 1 Eze 44 Ps 97, 98 



 

EMBRACING CHRIST-CENTERED RELIGION – Sam Arnold 

 
Take time to read Col. 2:6-8 and 2:16-23. 
 

When Paul arrived in Colossae he did what he loved to do in 
every city: to preach Christ, “admonishing . . . and teaching every man 
with all wisdom” (1:28). The result was the springing to life of a new and 
flourishing church firmly rooted in Christ. However, when Paul wrote 
this letter to the Colossians, the dynamics of the church at Colossae had 
changed. Certain false teachers were pressuring the Colossian believers 
to believe that true Christian maturity was attained by following certain 
external rituals. Paul corrects their error and in the process exposes some 
blessed truths about real Christ-likeness that I believe will be a great 
blessing to us. 
 The first error deceiving the Colossians was the teaching that 
they must legalistically adhere to the Mosaic Ceremonial Law (vv. 16-17). 
When Paul tells them that “no one is to act as your judge,” he is 
protecting the Colossians from the false guilt these false teachers would 
place on them if they refused to practice these unnecessary ceremonial 
regulations. But what then is the purpose for these laws? Paul states that 
they were “a mere shadow of what [was] to come” (v. 17). How futile it 
was for the Colossian believers to continue partaking of certain proper 
foods and drinks and celebrating the certain festival days! They now had 
“the substance” itself in Christ, the fulfillment of the Law (v. 17).  Paul 
informs us in Gal. 3:24 that the Law serves all believers by “[leading 
them] to Christ.” They were deceived into thinking that following the 
law could complete their relationship with God. 
 The second error the Colossians were practicing was the taking 
on the attitude of false humility because of a seemingly superior spiritual 
experience (vv. 18-19). This is the ancient heresy of Gnosticism which 
taught delight in “self-abasement” or in a false humility. This teaching 
even went as far as to claim that one cannot have direct access to God 
but must stoop to “the worship” and intercession “of angels” in order to 
be heard in prayer. To authenticate their supposed devoutness, some 
even offered claims of having “visions.” The result was that they 
appeared to be devoutly humble, but in reality they were “inflated 
without cause” (v. 18).  Rather than being part of a perceived “inner 
circle” of truly humble Christians, they were actually “inflated” and full 
of self-righteous pride because of their “fleshly mind.” 
 The Colossians bought into a heresy that made experience and 
sincerity the true test of spirituality. They were focused on themselves, 
rather than “holding fast to the Head (Christ)” (v. 19). They needed to 



 

understand that true transformation starts with a heart completely 
focused and dependent upon Christ alone. Just as someone can become 
physically crippled through the loss of the connection between brain and 
body, the Colossians were becoming spiritual crippled as they became 
increasingly disconnected from Christ, their only Head.  They were left 
with an outward form of religion but were separating themselves from 
Christ. True heart transformation would never happen like this. 
 Could this same heresy creep into our walk with the Lord? 
Indeed it can! The question is this: “When I think about my spiritual 
walk, do I think in terms of spiritual feelings of euphoria and rely on my 
experience to measure my growth? Or do I think in terms of my 
relationship with a Person, with Christ Himself?” When we listen to a 
good sermon and feel blessed by it, listen to powerful sacred music piece 
and feel a rise of emotion, or even enjoy the filling of the Spirit while 
exercising our spiritual gifts, are these the genuine evidences of 
spirituality? Certainly not by themselves! Our Christian walk has 
everything to do with our daily relationship with Christ. When He 
prompts us to read, memorize, and meditate on His Word, what do we 
do? When He prompts us to pray, what do we do? When He prompts us 
to obey, what do we do? These are questions of a believer’s relationship 
with Christ, not of subjective feelings toward Christ. As Paul commands, 
we must continually be “holding fast to the Head, from whom the entire 
body … grows with a growth which is from God” (v. 19). It is only as we 
are transformed from the inside out by a trusting, obeying relationship 
with Christ through His Word that we can experience this kind of 
organic growth in Him. C.H. Spurgeon said it like this:  

What then is the faith? Strange to say, the faith of Christians is a 
Person. If you had asked the apostles in their day, “What do you believe 
in?” … they would have pointed to their Master, and they would have 
said, “We believe Him.” “But what are your doctrines?” “There they 
stand incarnate.” “But what is your practice?” “There stands our 
practice. He is our example.” “What, then, do you believe?” Hear ye 
the glorious answer of Paul, “We preach Christ crucified.” 
(Autobiography - Vol. II, p. 123) 

 The third error of the Colossians was their embrace of an 
extreme self-denial as a means of godliness.  This ancient philosophy of 
asceticism taught that it was necessary to deprive the body of its normal 
physical desires in order to be more holy and closer to God. Now do 
note: though Paul contradicts this idea, he certainly is not forbidding 
true self-denial. Paul, of all people, bore the Christian cross all his 
believing life. For some, however, extreme self-denial in matters not 
dictated by Scripture was the way of gaining assurance of personal 



 

holiness and acceptance before God. So what was the spiritual remedy 
for these people?  
 Their death with Christ (i.e., their union with Him in death) was 
the key. It separated them entirely from “the elementary principles of the 
world”—man’s simplistic idea that denying bodily gratification (external 
conformity) will produce holiness (internal conformity). These 
elementary principles evidenced themselves in what Paul refers to in 
verse 22 as “the commandments and teachings of men.”  The Colossians 
were submitting to unbiblical regulations which were far outside God’s 
terms of self-denial. This system offered piety and the “appearance of 
wisdom” (v. 23) apart from the true revelation of God. Their ascetic 
practices produced a kind of external holiness in “self-made religion,” 
but in reality, these practices could do nothing to change the root of the 
problem—the inner man with its fleshly desires (v. 23).  Their union with 
Christ in his death and resulting death to sin through Him was central to 
true inner transformation into Christ’s image and eliminated the need for 
them to try and produce holiness in themselves through unbiblical 
regulations.  
 Do we realize that apart from an intimate relationship with Jesus 
Christ, there is nothing that can fundamentally change your heart and 
mine? Should we try to protect ourselves by doing certain external 
things? Certainly! The fences in our lives are key to protecting us from 
more temptation than we can handle! However, the fences in our lives 
will never give us approval with God or transform the desires of our 
hearts.  If we would see increasing change in our desires we must draw 
closer to Christ Himself. We need to put off the old man by dying with 
Christ daily (2:20), and we need to put on the new man by continually 
seeking Christ as we have been raised with Him (3:1).  Only then can we 
experience the kind of inner transformation that will align our desires 
with those of Christ rather than the flesh.   

The goal of the apostle Paul was to turn the Colossians away 
from their own self-made religion to Christ. Though our practice is 
critical, it is not the essence of our Christianity. Though our emotional 
engagement in spiritual things is vital, it is not ultimate in our walk with 
the Lord. Knowing Christ is. Even our self-denial and cross-bearing has 
as its true and blessed end our union and communion with Jesus Christ. 
 



 

7 WEEK SEVEN 

October 12-18 

SCRIPTURE READING 

Colossians 3:1-11 

MEMORY PASSAGE 

“Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep 
seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right 
hand of God. 2 Set your mind on the things above, not on 
the things that are on earth. 3 For you have died and your 
life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is our 
life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in 
glory. 5 Therefore consider the members of your earthly 
body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, 
and greed, which amounts to idolatry.” 

Colossians 3:1-5 

BOOK READING:  

The Glory of Christ: His Office and Grace - Pages 173-187 

M’CHEYNE BIBLE READING SCHEDULE 

Oct 12  1 Ki 15 Col 2 Eze 45 Ps 99-101 

Oct 13 1 Ki 16 Col 3 Eze 46 Ps 102 

Oct 14 1 Ki 17 Col 4 Eze 47 Ps 103 

Oct 15 1 Ki 18 1 Thes 1 Eze 48 Ps 104 

Oct 16 1 Ki 19 1 Thes 2 Dan 1 Ps 105 

Oct 17 1 Ki 20 1 Thes 3 Dan 2 Ps 106 

Oct 18 1 Ki 21 1 Thes 4 Dan 3 Ps 107 



 

SETTING YOUR MIND WHERE CHRIST IS – Dan Schaffner 
 
 Your sin and mine is the result of a wrong focus. Whenever I sin 
I am thinking of the moment. I am focused on a physical, emotional, 
financial, or personal need or desire—or, generally put, an earthly need 
or desire. Now let me clarify something. Needs are not sinful but can be 
fulfilled in a sinful way, right? And desires can be pure but also fulfilled 
in a sinful way, or the desire itself can be sinful. Clear? Where do sinful 
desire and the temptation to fulfill legitimate desire or need sinfully 
come from? They come from our humanity. They come from who we 
are. They come from that part of us that won’t go away. John explains it 
well in his First Epistle when he says, “For all that is in the world, the 
lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is 
not from the Father, but is from the world.” (1 John 2:16) We have the 
world in us and all around us. That is why it is so important to fill our 
mind with verses that remind us that these earthly things should not be 
our focus.  

Colossians 3:1-11 are such verses that present us with realities of 
who is in us, where our focus should be, and what the results should be 
in our lives. I’ll start with our focus. These verses command us to “keep 
seeking the things above where Christ is” (v.1), they command us to “set 
[our] minds on things above,” and they forbid us from setting our minds 
on earthly things (v. 2). This should be a continuous action. What are 
these things above?  The adjective “above” lifts our eyes off the earth 
into the heavenlies. The second clue is that it is “where Christ is.” Where 
is He now? The passage says He is seated at the right hand of God, a 
place we are quite familiar with based on our recent studies in Psalm 
110. He is on a throne. We are to be focused on the place where He rules. 
We can think of a parallel passage in Matthew 6:33 where Jesus tells His 
disciples “Seek first His kingdom and His righteousness.” Is Christ 
ruling in your world? 

What are the reasons our focus should be heavenly?  Verse 1 
leads off with the reason. It gives us the other side of the same coin that 
Paul shows us in 2:20 to describe what happened to us when we put our 
faith in Jesus Christ. There Paul says “we died with Christ,” and here 
Paul says “you have been raised up with Him.” The idea is that we were 
raised together. It alludes to our union with Him. So, if we are raised up 
with Him, where are we? Paul puts it another way in verse three when 
he says, “you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.” We 
are with Christ, and we are in God! This is a place of refuge and security. 
This is a reality, but it’s not an obvious reality. It’s not something that 
can be seen with the eye. It’s something the world cannot see or 



 

understand. But it’s the reason we’re not preoccupied with earthly 
affairs. We ought to be preoccupied with the things of heaven, the place 
of Christ’s rule. How can we do this? John MacArthur expresses it well 
in his commentary on Colossians & Philemon when he says, 

Obviously, the thoughts of heaven that are to fill the believer’s mind 
must derive from Scripture. The Bible is the only reliable source of 
knowledge about the character of God and the values of heaven. Paul 
describes that preoccupation as being “transformed by the renewing of 
[your] mind” (Rom. 12:2). In it we learn the true, honorable, right, 
pure, lovely, of good repute, excellent, and praiseworthy things our 
minds are to dwell on (cf. Phil. 4:8). 

A good place to go to find the heavenly things I am to be seeking is in 
the lists of virtues we find in the New Testament, which originate in the 
character of Christ and God. 
 The reward of this life of seeking the things above is that I will 
be glorified with Christ when He is revealed. He is hidden now so the 
world doesn’t understand my following Him. Yet one day He will 
appear, and He and all those who follow Him will be vindicated. I like 
how John puts it in his first epistle: 

Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not 
yet been made known. But we know that when Christ appears, we shall 
be like him, for we shall see him as he is. All who have this hope in him 
purify themselves, just as he is pure. (1 John 3:2-3) 

This hope of glory should provide us with the utmost motivation!  
Another imperative of this life we have in Christ is that we will 

actively put to death our members that are prone to an earthly mindset. 
Specifically there are categories of sins to which I am to be dead or 
unresponsive. This includes any form of fornication, impurity, passion, 
evil desire, and covetousness. I will also put away such sins as anger, 
wrath, malice, slander, and abusive speech. And I will put away every 
form of lying. All this is because the old self has been put off, and I have 
put on Christ. These sins stem from a purely earthly focus, and I cannot 
legitimately justify in any way my indulgence in them. In fact this 
passage puts God’s opinion of these sins in the strongest of terms when 
he says, “it is on account of these things that the wrath of God will 
come.” God is not neutral about them. 

In conclusion, how can this passage equip us to avoid the sin 
that entangles us? Can it help us or do we just need more willpower or a 
secret victory formula? I know from personal experience that it can help. 
First, remember you are “with” Christ and “in” God, therefore you are 
never alone. When you face temptation your Savior and Father are not 



 

out of reach. They are present with you. This ought to be both sobering 
and strengthening. Are you going to ignore those who are standing right 
with you in the face of temptation, or are you going to stand 
strengthened with them against the flesh and the devil? Second, 
remember that you have died to sin.  Those who are dead are 
unresponsive to sin. However, there is no passive thought here, and the 
phrase could be rendered “put to death the members which are upon the 
earth.” We should actively consider and render ourselves dead or 
unresponsive to sin. Finally, consider the example of the one who is right 
by our side, who constantly sought the things above when he was on the 
earth and resisted Satan’s fiercest temptations to seek earthly things such 
as bread, earth’s kingdoms, earthly spectacle, and avoidance of suffering. 
Surely, we can do the same through the power of Christ.



 

8 Week Eight 

October 19-25 

SCRIPTURE READING 

Colossians 3:12-17  

MEMORY PASSAGE 

“12 So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and 
beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness and patience; 13 bearing with one another, and 
forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against 
anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you. 14 
Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect 
bond of unity. 15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, 
to which indeed you were called in one body; and be 
thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you,” 

Colossians 3:12-16a 

BOOK READING:  

The Glory of Christ: His Office and Grace - Pages 193-206 

M’CHEYNE BIBLE READING SCHEDULE 

Oct 19 1 Ki 22 1 Thes 5 Dan 4 Ps 108, 109 

Oct 20 2 Ki 1 2 Thes 1 Dan 5 Ps 110, 111 

Oct 21 2 Ki 2 2 Thes 2 Dan 6 Ps 112,113 

Oct 22 2 Ki 3 2 Thes 3 Dan 7 Ps 114, 115 

Oct 23 2 Ki 4 1 Tim 1 Dan 8 Ps 116 

Oct 24 2 Ki 5 1 Tim 2 Dan 9 Ps 117, 118 

Oct 25 2 Ki 6 1 Tim 3 Dan 10 Ps 119:1-24 



 

FRUIT OF A WORD FILLED LIFE – Kyle Wilcox 
 

Christ transforms life.  His transformation consists of not just the 
things we are called to put off, but also those things which we are to put 
on.  In Colossians 3:12-17, Paul describes what a Christ-transformed life 
should look like.  The illustration has already been sketched for us in 
verse 10—we have “put on the new self.”  Now Paul shades that sketch 
with concrete colors.  

Paul opens this section of Scripture by addressing “God’s chosen 
ones” who are set apart and loved.  He then lists a number of actions and 
attitudes that should clothe these chosen ones.  Or, as referred to earlier, 
actions and attitudes that color in the sketch of verse 10; but that’s 
probably too many metaphors to keep track of.  Since “put on” provides 
the picture of dressing oneself in clothing, we’ll transition to the new 
metaphor of clothing.   

Each morning you put on a set of clothes based on what you will 
do that day.  If you are framing a house, working at the office, or 
attending a church service, you put on what best reflects and 
accommodates what you are doing that day.  If your day revolves 
around running a marathon, you will dress to run.  If your day revolves 
around selling your company’s new product, you will dress to sell.  If 
your day begins with running a marathon and ends with selling a 
product, at some point, you will remove the sweaty running clothes and 
put on the sharp selling clothes.  The point is this—you will put on 
whatever clothing fits with what your life revolves around at any given 
time.   

If you are one of God’s chosen ones, your life has a singular 
Center around which you always revolve—Christ.  The question is, are 
you clothed appropriately for the calling to which He has called you?  
Does the spiritual attire you put on today reflect the Center around 
which your “new self” revolves? 

This passage goes on to detail what types of attitudes and 
actions should dress a Christian: compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness, and patience.  These are the attitudes of the heart that should 
burst out in practical actions like getting along with and forgiving each 
other.  We are told that the attitude and action that binds all of this 
together is love (3:14).  It is interesting that the one trait in this list that 
the world seems to talk most about is love.  They are the first to cry out if 
one is unloving.  They are quick to define what “love” is.  God’s chosen 
ones, though, are commanded to put on a love that is defined by God—a 
love that binds together compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and 
patience—a love that leads us to bear with one another and forgive one 



 

another.  This kind of attire does set one apart from the world.  An 
unbeliever may be compassionate or kind or humble or maybe even all 
three and find that acceptable.  However, he will lack the power to be 
consistently kind, humble, etc, and even if he is consistent, he will 
consider it enough that he has “mastered” at least one of them.  As God’s 
chosen ones, though, God commands us to put on all of these and wear 
them consistently.  We are set apart and should be different.  We should 
not be content when we think we have been kind because we must also 
be humble.  We must not be content when we think we have forgiven 
because we must also love the one we forgave.  For the believer, this 
clothing is not just an optional accessory.  It is a packaged ensemble that 
must all be worn together.  The pieces match each other perfectly and to 
wear one piece while forgetting the other would be like wearing a suit 
coat with a pair of swimming trunks and a pair of sneakers!   

But what enables us, as God’s chosen ones, to put these 
characteristics on in our own lives?  We must let the peace of Christ rule 
in our hearts and let the word of Christ dwell in us richly (vv. 16-17).  
These two are both capable of governing or ruling our lives, albeit in 
different ways, but we must let them do so.  It is a choice we make to 
submit to their authority. 

The peace of Christ rules in our lives by literally “umpiring” or 
keeping order.  This is that peace that stands in our hearts and helps us 
work through a difference with another.  It keeps us from responding as 
we once would have through anger, hate, rejection, or outright rebellion.  
In the context of the church at Colossae, there were a number of 
differences represented in that church.  Just look back at verse 11.  There 
were Greeks, Jews, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarians, 
Scythians, slaves and free men.  There were sure to be differences that 
cropped up in that church, but if they let the peace of Christ rule in their 
hearts, it would help them work through those differences.  The Church 
today is in just as much need of believers being ruled by the peace of 
Christ.  Only when we submit to its rule can we truly begin to put on the 
kind of attire listed previously.  We cannot be compassionate, kind, or 
forgiving if we are not at peace with one another.  

The word of Christ must also rule us, though.  Matthew Henry 
captured this well: 

The gospel is the word of Christ, which has come to us; but that is not 
enough, it must dwell in us, or keep house, not as a servant in a family, 
who is under another’s control, but as a master, who has a right to 
prescribe to and direct all under his roof.  We must take our 
instructions and directions from it, and our portions of meat and 
strength, of grace and comfort, in due season, as from the master of the 



 

household…It must dwell in us richly: not only keep house in our 
hearts, but keep a good house. 

As we submit to the word of Christ dwelling as master in our lives, we 
will become more and more aware of areas we need to clothe with 
compassion, kindness, humility, patience, forgiveness, and love.  This 
really gets at the heart of the matter.  If we are not submissive to God’s 
profitable words of doctrine, reproof, correction, and instruction, how 
can we submit to the rule of peace in our lives?  How can we put on the 
attire that reflects Christ if we are not willing to let His word live and 
rule in our lives?  And really, at the end of the day, it’s not about 
checking off the six or seven actions and attributes listed in this passage.  
It’s about more than that.  It’s about letting the peace of Christ and the 
word of Christ rule so that “whatever you do in word or deed, [you] do 
all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the 
Father” (3:17). 

So, you are a new man?  Are you dressed like it today? 
 

    
 



 

9 WEEK NINE 

October 26-November 1 

SCRIPTURE READING 

Colossians 3:18-4:1  

MEMORY PASSAGE 

“19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be embittered 
against them. 20 Children, be obedient to your parents in all 
things, for this is well-pleasing to the Lord. 21 Fathers, do 
not exasperate your children, so that they will not lose heart. 
22 Slaves, in all things obey those who are your masters on 
earth, not with external service, as those who merely please 
men, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. 23 
Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord 
rather than for men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will 
receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ 
whom you serve.” 

Colossians 3:19-24 

BOOK READING:  

The Glory of Christ: His Office and Grace - Pages 249-268 

M’CHEYNE BIBLE READING SCHEDULE 

Oct 26 2 Ki 7 1 Tim 4 Dan 11 Ps 119:25-48 

Oct 27 2 Ki 8 1 Tim 5 Dan 12 Ps 119:49-72 

Oct 28 2 Ki 9 1 Tim 6 Hos 1 Ps 119:73-96 

Oct 29 2 Ki 10 2 Tim 1 Hos 2 Ps 119:97-120 

Oct 30 2 Ki 11, 12 2 Tim 2 Hos 3, 4 Ps 119:121-144 

Oct 31 2 Ki 13 2 Tim 3 Hos 5, 6 Ps 119:145-176 

Nov 1 2 Ki 14 2 Tim 4 Hos 7 Ps 120-122 



 

WORD FILLED RELATIONSHIPS – Ries Barlow 
 

What is the greatest need you face in your home today? While 
we could generate a list a mile long, is it not that Christ would be seen? 
And yet, how often do we try and come up short. The Apostle Paul 
testifies to this in Romans 7:19, “For the good that I would I do not: but 
the evil which I would not, that I do.” You see, living the Christian life in 
the power of our own strength always ends up in defeat. Jesus Christ 
confirmed this in John 15:5, “…for without Me, you can do nothing.” 
What is the answer? When God reached out to you and saved you He 
not only forgave your sins and restored the fellowship that was broken, 
but He also imparted to you His Spirit. This is the mystery Paul is 
referring to in his letter to the church at Colossae, “…Christ in you, the 
hope of glory.” He would go on to testify to the church at Philippi that 
whether in a state of abundance or abasement, “I can do all things 
through Christ who strengthens me.” Apply this to the needs in your 
home; what part of the “all” would be excluded? The Christian life was 
not designed to be lived apart from complete dependence upon Christ. 
That is why we are commanded to be filled with the Spirit for it is the 
only way to show Christ to others, which results in evangelizing the lost, 
edifying the saints, and most importantly, glorifying God. I have the 
great privilege of directing a music camp up north and every year people 
comment on how well we all get along. There’s a peace, love, and 
servant spirit amongst the group. What is the secret? It’s Christ! 

How is this manifested in the life of a believer? In Ephesians 5, 
Paul gives three evidences: speaking, giving thanks, and submission. It 
may be a little surprising to find the phrase, “…to be subject to one 
another in the fear of Christ,” preceding his illustration of being “spirit-
filled” in simple relationships, i.e. wives, husbands, children, fathers, 
servants, and masters. We may have been under the misunderstanding 
that “submission” is only for the woman. Not so, Brother! For this is the 
underlying characteristic of our relationships as outlined in Ephesians 5 
and in the parallel passage in Colossians 3. Think about it for a moment. 
What is really going on when a husband loves his wife, when he is not 
seeking his own or easily provoked? Is he not placing her needs above 
his own? She would no doubt feel compelled to return your love with 
respect. This kind of relationship is what everyone is after, but so few are 
willing to submit. A growing love and respect for each other can only be 
explained as a yielding to the Spirit of God.  

What about children who obey their parents in all things? They 
are subjecting themselves to their God-ordained authority, and it is well-
pleasing unto the Lord. What are the results? At the grocery store, 



 

strangers come up to you and comment how well behaved they are. It 
gives you an opportunity to praise God as well as give a testimony about 
Him.  

What about in the servant-master relationship? Although we are 
not technically “servants” in our places of employment, are we not there 
to serve? When you factor in getting ready in the morning, along with 
the commute, many of us spend half the day (12 hours) at work. It 
presents one of the greatest opportunities of displaying Christ, for many 
we work with are discontented, hardened people. How do you respond 
to an overbearing boss or to an unfair work practice? Do you complain 
like the rest of the team or do you understand that it is the Lord Christ 
whom you serve and it is from Him you will receive the reward of the 
inheritance? This involves submitting our wills to what is best.  That co-
worker of yours is a soul awaiting an appointment with his Judge. How 
important is it for you to be walking in the Spirit, to respond rightly to a 
wrong done? I’d say it is very important, for it could foster a 
conversation as to the reason for your actions. I remember my first week 
at work, and the trainer told me, “On Tuesdays, they have a Bible study 
at lunch time.” My immediate thought was, “Do you tell that to every 
new hire?” Why was she mentioning that to me? I’m not a BJU graduate 
nor did I set my Bible on the desk. You see people at work are very 
perceptive; they are listening to and observing every conversation. 
Therefore, it is of utmost importance that we be Spirit-filled when 
entering those doors and to pray constantly that our responses would be 
“with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord” (Colossians 3:22), that we 
would do our work “heartily, as to the Lord…” (Colossians 3:23).  

What about in your home? After being gone most of the day, we 
have the privilege of spending a few hours with our family before they 
start to retire for the evening. It is critical that we continue to walk in the 
Spirit so that we do not fulfill the lusts of the flesh. The stuff that 
happened at work should stay at work along with any eventful 
encounters on the commute home. One should take a spiritual 
assessment before going inside, for I have found this period of the day to 
be my greatest area of weakness. Think about this for a moment. You’ve 
just put in 10-12 hours, you’re physically tired, mentally exhausted, and 
you’re hungry. If this is not a recipe for disaster, I don’t know what else 
is. Your wife and children are excited to see you and often greet you at 
the door. What are they going to observe? Giant Despair from Pilgrim’s 
Progress? Furthermore, many of us have lost children who need to 
experience genuine Christianity, not just the outward conformity or 
externals but the heart that lies behind them. At this very moment, I 
believe that we are very susceptible to exasperating our children. Oh, 
how we need to beg God to help us take our eyes off of ourselves and to 



 

yield to His Spirit dwelling within us. For Christ to be seen is the greatest 
need in our homes as well as in our relationships 



 

10 WEEK TEN 

November 2-8 

SCRIPTURE READING 

Colossians 4:2-18 

MEMORY PASSAGE 

“2 Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an 
attitude of thanksgiving; 3 praying at the same time for us as 
well, that God will open up to us a door for the word, so that 
we may speak forth the mystery of Christ, for which I have 
also been imprisoned; 4 that I may make it clear in the way I 
ought to speak. 5 Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward 
outsiders, making the most of the opportunity. 6 Let your 
speech always be with grace, as though seasoned with salt, 
so that you will know how you should respond to each 
person.” 

Colossians 4:2-6 

BOOK READING:  

The Glory of Christ: His Office and Grace - Pages 269-288 

M’CHEYNE BIBLE READING SCHEDULE 

Nov 2 2 Ki 15 Tit 1 Hos 8 Ps 123-125 

Nov 3 2 Ki 16 Tit 2 Hos 9 Ps 126-128 

Nov 4 2 Ki 17 Tit 3 Hos 10 Ps 129-131 

Nov 5  2 Ki 18 Phm Hos 11 Ps 132-134 

Nov 6 2 Ki 19 Heb 1 Hos 12 Ps 135, 136 

Nov 7 2 Ki 20 Heb 2 Hos 13 Ps 137, 138 

Nov 8 2 Ki 21 Heb 3 Hos 14 Ps 139 



 

FINAL INSTRUCTIONS – Robert Bradberry 

 
As the apostle Paul concludes his epistle to the church at 

Colossae, he gives important final instructions. His exhortation gives 
direction and purpose in their ministry of reaching others for Christ.  
 
OUR PRAYER LIFE—VS. 2-4 
 
 The prayer life Paul prescribes, he practiced himself. Paul, the 
pattern believer for every Christian, led by example (1:3, 9). The believers 
were to “devote” themselves to prayer (v. 2a) in the same way the 
Jerusalem church saints were “continually devoting themselves . . . to 
prayer” (Acts 2:42) and as the believers in Rome were to be “devoted in 
prayer” (Romans 12:12). The Greek word used in both verses, 
̟ροσκαρτερειτε/proskartereite, means to continue steadfastly. Prayer is 
not a spiritual luxury to be either adopted or cast aside at will. It is 
essential for our growth in Christ and is vital for spiritual health, just as 
breathing is for physical life; therefore, prayer is to be continual. Today 
we feel we must stay connected through our cell phones. If we lose 
connection we become anxious of not being able to talk to family and 
friends. Through prayer we are always connected to God in fellowship. 
If we lose this connection, the Bible tells us what to do about it. “If we 
confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). He is always ready to 
forgive those who repent. 
 As we pray we are “keeping alert” (v. 2b). Alertness is in 
contrast to spiritual drowsiness—many times brought about by our 
fellowship with the world. “Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your 
adversary the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone 
to devour” (1 Peter 5:8).  
 Prayer is to be with “an attitude of thanksgiving” (v. 2c). Within 

this Greek word, εuχαριστίa/eucharistia is “charis,” the word for grace. 
Through prayer we can appreciate what has been graciously done for us. 
This helps us maintain our zest for prayer. When we fail to pray we are 
practicing selfishness and are not drawing near to God by humbling 
ourselves. We are not having a loving burden for others. We also do not 
have a dependence on God, revealing that we think we can handle 
things ourselves.  In your prayer life, practice the threefold watch: 

1. Before you pray, approach God’s throne in the proper spirit. 
2. While you pray, concentrate, keeping your thoughts from 

wandering. 



 

3. After you pray, act according to your petitions, expecting 
them to be granted. 

 Believers in the church of Colossae were admonished to pray for 
the apostle Paul, “That God would open up to us a door for the Word.” 
(v. 3b) Paul did not pray for the prison doors to open, but for a door to 
be opened for the gospel. We must take, not make, an open door. God 
goes before us. We should wait on His time and His place.  

Paul’s desire was “that [they might] speak forth the mystery of 
Christ” (v. 3c). A mystery is a truth hidden in God since creation, which 
Paul wants boldly to make fully known. Paul asks elsewhere, “And pray 
on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my 
mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel” 
(Ephesians 6:19). This is “the mystery which has been hidden from the 
past ages and generations, but has now been manifested to His saints, to 
whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this 
mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory” 
(Colossians 1:26, 27). Finally, he asked them to pray, “That I may make it 
clear in the way I ought to speak” (v. 4). Paul labored to make the gospel 
known in a clear understandable manner, looking for favorable 
opportunities. 
 
OUR PERSONAL WITNESS—VS. 5, 6 
  

Paul moves from the subject of our prayers to discussing our 
conduct or our walk. We are to walk “with wisdom” (v. 5). Our lives are 
to match our profession by our actions and attitudes. Do not needlessly 
antagonize your neighbor. Rather, live a life that attracts and convicts as 
the light of the gospel penetrates a lost soul. When the gospel is 
presented the lost should not be able to use our bad conduct as an excuse 
to reject it. 
 Walking “with wisdom” includes watching where we go and 
with whom we associate. We will be identified by our life and not by our 
profession. When Dr. Will H. Houghton was pastoring the Baptist 
Tabernacle in Atlanta; a man hired a private detective to follow him and 
report on his conduct. After a few weeks, the detective was able to report 
to the man that Dr. Houghton’s  life matched his preaching. As a result, 
that man became a Christian. 
 In our walking we should be “making the most of the 
opportunity” (v. 5b). We must seize every opportunity to proclaim 
Christ, “making the most of your time, because the days are evil” 
(Ephesians 5:16). 
  



 

 The final thing Paul says should come under the rule of Christ is 
our conversation or speech. Paul writes, “Let your speech always be with 
grace, as though seasoned with salt” (v. 6a). 
 Never underestimate the power of speech. In our day-to-day 
affairs, when the subject of Christ comes up, the lost are either drawn 
toward the gospel and want to know more, or doubt and harden their 
hearts. Let’s be sure we  are not the reason for the hardening of their 
hearts. It is important to know what to say and to know how to say it 
and that we manifest the grace of God seasoned with salt. Salt makes 
food tastier and transforms an ordinary meal into a good one. Our 
speech needs to be as clear and attractive as possible. We need God’s 
power and grace in our witnessing (see Acts 4:33).  
 The effect of this grace is “that you will know how you should 
respond to each person” (v. 6b). One purpose of godly living is to silence 
the opponents of Christianity and to make the power of Christ 
believable. “In all things show yourself to be an example of good deeds, 
with purity in doctrine, dignified, sound in speech which is beyond 
reproach, so that the opponent will be put to shame, having nothing bad 
to say about us” (Titus 2:7, 8). “Sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, 
always being ready to make a defense to everyone who ask you to given 
an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and 
reverence” (1 Peter 3:15).  The believer should understand what he 
believes and why, and then be able to articulate his beliefs humbly, 
reasonably, and biblically. 



 

 

Week 1 
3 We give thanks to God, the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, 4 
since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus 
and the love which you have for all the 
saints; 5 because of the hope laid up for you 
in heaven, of which you previously heard in 
the word of truth, the gospel 6 which has 
come to you, just as in all the world also it is 
constantly bearing fruit and increasing, 
even as it has been doing in you also since 
the day you heard of it and understood the 
grace of God in truth;  

Colossians 1:3-6 

Week 2 
9 For this reason also, since the day we 
heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for 
you and to ask that you may be filled with 
the knowledge of His will in all spiritual 
wisdom and understanding, 10 so that you 
will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, 
to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit 
in every good work and increasing in the 
knowledge of God; 11 strengthened with all 
power, according to His glorious might, for 
the attaining of all steadfastness and 
patience; joyously 12 giving thanks to the 
Father, who has qualified us to share in the 
inheritance of the saints in Light.  

Colossians 1:9-12 

Week 3 
19 For it was the Father’s good pleasure for 
all the fullness to dwell in Him, 20 and 
through Him to reconcile all things to 
Himself, having made peace through the 
blood of His cross; through Him, I say, 
whether things on earth or things in 
heaven. 21 And although you were 
formerly alienated and hostile in mind, 
engaged in evil deeds, 22 yet He has now 
reconciled you in His fleshly body through 
death, in order to present you before Him 
holy and blameless and beyond reproach— 

Colossians 1:19-22 

Week 4 
25 Of this church I was made a minister 
according to the stewardship from God 
bestowed on me for your benefit, so that I 
might fully carry out the preaching of the 
word of God, 26 that is, the mystery which 
has been hidden from the past ages and 
generations, but has now been manifested 
to His saints, 27 to whom God willed to 
make known what is the riches of the glory 
of this mystery among the Gentiles, which 
is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 We 
proclaim Him, admonishing every man and 
teaching every man with all wisdom, so 
that we may present every man complete in 
Christ.                                 Colossians 1:25-28 

Week 5 
6 Therefore as you have received Christ 
Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 7 having 
been firmly rooted and now being built up 
in Him and established in your faith, just as 
you were instructed, and overflowing with 
gratitude. 8 See to it that no one takes you 
captive through philosophy and empty 
deception, according to the tradition of 
men, according to the elementary principles 
of the world, rather than according to 
Christ. 9 For in Him all the fullness of Deity 
dwells in bodily form, 10 and in Him you 
have been made complete, and He is the 
head over all rule and authority; 

Colossians 2:6-10 

Week 6 
20 If you have died with Christ to the 
elementary principles of the world, why, as 
if you were living in the world, do you 
submit yourself to decrees, such as, 21 “Do 
not handle, do not taste, do not touch!” 22 
(which all refer to things destined to perish 
with use)—in accordance with the 
commandments and teachings of men? 23 
These are matters which have, to be sure, 
the appearance of wisdom in self-made 
religion and self-abasement and severe 
treatment of the body, but are of no value 
against fleshly indulgence. 

Colossians 2:20-23 



 



 

 
Week 7 
Therefore if you have been raised up with 
Christ, keep seeking the things above, 
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of 
God. 2 Set your mind on the things above, 
not on the things that are on earth. 3 For 
you have died and your life is hidden with 
Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is our 
life, is revealed, then you also will be 
revealed with Him in glory. 5 Therefore 
consider the members of your earthly body 
as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, 
evil desire, and greed, which amounts to 
idolatry. 

Colossians 3:1-5 

Week 8 
12 So, as those who have been chosen of 
God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness 
and patience; 13 bearing with one another, 
and forgiving each other, whoever has a 
complaint against anyone; just as the Lord 
forgave you, so also should you. 14 Beyond 
all these things put on love, which is the 
perfect bond of unity. 15 Let the peace of 
Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed 
you were called in one body; and be 
thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ richly 
dwell within you, 

Colossians 3:12-16a 

Week 9 
19 Husbands, love your wives and do not 
be embittered against them. 20 Children, be 
obedient to your parents in all things, for 
this is well-pleasing to the Lord. 21 Fathers, 
do not exasperate your children, so that 
they will not lose heart. 22 Slaves, in all 
things obey those who are your masters on 
earth, not with external service, as those 
who merely please men, but with sincerity 
of heart, fearing the Lord. 23 Whatever you 
do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord 
rather than for men, 24 knowing that from 
the Lord you will receive the reward of the 
inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you 
serve. 

Colossians 3:19-24 

Week 10 
2 Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert 
in it with an attitude of thanksgiving; 3 
praying at the same time for us as well, that 
God will open up to us a door for the word, 
so that we may speak forth the mystery of 
Christ, for which I have also been 
imprisoned; 4 that I may make it clear in the 
way I ought to speak. 5 Conduct yourselves 
with wisdom toward outsiders, making the 
most of the opportunity. 6 Let your speech 
always be with grace, as though seasoned 
with salt, so that you will know how you 
should respond to each person. 

Colossians 4:2-6 




